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VI Account of a Book, entitled, Adverfariorum
Anatomico - Medico - Chirurgicorum Decas
tertia. Auétore Frederico Ruyfch, M. D.
Anatom. & Botan. Prof. Amftel, R.S. Soc.

sL T HE learned Author, who has fo long improv’d

the World by his curious Searches into the
niceft Secrets of the Animal-Machine, and illuftrated
them by his admirable Preparations, gives an Ac-
count of preternatural Things found in Tumors, of that
Sort which we call dtheroma, ordinarily a Cyf filled
with a thick Matter like Pulty {uch are Bones, Fleth,
Hair, Teeth, and other Things very {urprizing and
unaccountable, He tells us, he firft found out the Fa-
brick of the cortical Part of the Brain; that ’tis made
of {mall pulpy Canals from the Ends of the Arteries :
That many Years ago he drew, by fimple Diftillation,
from crude Vegetables, a perfect volatile Salt; and
that ’tis eafily done from freth Seeds of the hot antifcor-
butic Herbs, fuch as Muftard, Rocket, Onions, ¢c.

§ 1. He diffets a Pear, which he fays is entirely
compos’d of the Pipes in the Stalk, dilated into a foft
and moift Pulp, like what they antiently call’d the
Parenchyma, that compofes the Liver and Spleen, which
he aftirms to be pure Veflels, not Glands diftinguifh’d
by ‘being invelop’d with one proper Membrane.
You may, if you pleafe, call the Pear, the Liver and
the Spleen, taken in the whole, a Gland ; but he de-
nies any particular Glands in their Compofition,

§ Il He tells a remarkable Story of a Girl, who
had frequent Eruptions of Blood from the Skin of her
Head, Ears, Mouth, Navel, and the Nipples of her
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Breaft : For fourteen Weeks {he eat no Meat, nor had
any Excretion by Siege or Urine ; and many other
odd Symptoms.

§ 1V. He gives us a pretty Obfervation of the Ci-
catricule, as commonly call'd, in the Ouvaria of Fe-
males, whence the impregnated Egg is dropt into the
Falloppian Tubes. He (hews, that in reality it is a Ca-
lyx, or natural Aperture, which enlarges itfelf for that
Purpofe by Degrees, and after Hxclufion clofes again,
as the Os Uteri afterwards; {o that the Egg truly drops
from it, as an Acorn when ripe from its Cup; and the
Trace of it foon becomes imperceptible. He fays far-
ther, he has frequently feen the thick Part of the
Male Sperm carry’d up even into the Falloppian Tubes
upon Impregnation.

§ V. He fpeaks of an Obftrution, that has fome-
times happen’d in the Inteftines of new-born Infants, {o
that they have had no Manner of Paffage by Stools,
and that gentle Lenitives have not been-able to relieve
them: In this cafe, he advifes ftrong Purgers, adapted
to their tender Age. -

¢ VI. The Author informs us of wonderful Appear-
ances within the very Center of human Bones ; for in
cight feveral Preparations he has, of Leg and Thigh
Bones, and others, of Men and Infants, he has ob-
ferved plain Chryfalis’s of Infeds, and very perfedt, of
different Sorts, lodged in the Cavities of the Marrow :
How they come there, hie can no more account for, than
for whole Rundles of Worms twifted together, which
he has found in the great Artery juft by the Heart;
or for fix fit, thick Eruce in a Sheep’s Bréin; and ma-
ny of the like Nature, that have happened inthe Way
of his Obfervation, which are in the Cza’s Repofitory.

In § VIL he fays, very often, upon Diffe&ion of
the Bodies of old Women, he has found the mefenteric
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Glands, that minifter to the Conveyance of the Chyle,
perfe@ly wafted away 3 fo that he judges it not im-
probable, that, in fuch Cafes, the mefaraic Veffels ab-
forb the Chyle from the Guts, and carry it into the
Blood, at leaft in part, according to the Notion of the
Antients, who knew not the lacteal Veflels: This he
thinks not a little confirm’d by the like wafting of the
glandular Part of the Breafts in old Women, which
though formerly very large, thall have nothing but
the Nipples left.

§ VI He treats of the Epidermis, or Scarf-Skin,
with a good Method of feparating it for publick De-
monftrations: He takes off a Piece of the whole Skin,
and nails it upon a Board with the Outfide uppermoft,
and then puts it into boiling Water, which raifes it fo,
that with a blunt Knife it is eafily feparable, which is
a much better Way, than that of burning or bliftering,
He fays, the different Colours of the Skin are owing to
the Corpus Reticulare, which in Blackmoors is per-
fectly black, in Moors of a tawny Colour, in white
People perfeitly white. The Epidermis is ever found
abfolutely void of Blood-Vefleis: upon which occa-
fion the Author offers to lay Two Guineas with
Mr. St. Andre, who, he fays, falfly afferts he has
Preparations fhewing thefe Veffels, and has pretended
to thow them to fome of his Countrymen the Dutch.
He adds, that he guefles the Occafion of his Miftake
to be thus: The Skin of new-born Infants, in fome cer-
tain Places, if it be carefully feparated from all Fat,
is {o fine and thin, that it becomes like the Epidermis
in Adults.  This no doubt is extremely full of Veffels,
and 1s what he has imagined to impofe upon Mr.
St. Andre.

§ IX. He treats of human Boues, in which Search

he has long laboured: He obferves the Epiphyfes up-
2 on
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on the Ends of the Bones are chiefly faltened to themn
by the Periofteum ; which being taken off, they eafi-
ly fall afunder. *Tis a Miftake, that we vulgarly think
this is done by means of an intermediate Cartilage :
The Truth is, both the Epiphyfes and Ends of the
Bones, at firft, are cartilaginous; but in Time become
bony, and then arc only joined by the Periofleum.
The Offification always begins in the middle of Bones,
Sometimes he has found human Bones {o void of Ca-
vities, that he has made Kunife-Handles of them: It
has been thought that cartilaginous Parts were exfan-
guious; but fallly, as he demonftrates by feveral Pre-
parations thereof.

§ X. He confiders the Papille of the nervofe Tu-
nic in the Infide of the Stomach, and finds that the
Figure of them is roundifh, in that Part of the Sto-
mach over which the Spleen is fixt; but longifh in
~other Parts thereof, and in the Infide of the Fejunum,
He takes Notice, that the Fabrick of the Womb is
made of much the fame Sort of thick mufcular Fibres
as the Bladder, both to facilitate their proper Exclu-
fion; particularly thefe Fibres are more remarkable
upon the Fundus Uteri, to which Part the Placenta
moft generally faftens its felf, and moft evidently for
this Reafon.
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